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rfHE  Order  of  the  Day  having  been  read 
bbr  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a Com- 
Doittee  of  Supply, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

• ‘ That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Jjhair.” 

Captain  BOLDERO — after  presenting 
petitions  from  the  medical  faculties  of  the 
Universities  of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh; 
tong’s  College,  London;  Guy’s  Hospital; 
UiCeds;  Charing-cross  Hospital;  Greenwich, 
[’Shichester,  Stockport,  Reading,  Graves- 
(und,  Canterbury,  Sheerness,  Brighton,  and 
»nunierou6  other  places,  — said,  that  the 
forayer,  in  spirit  and  substance,  of  all  these 
petitions  was  the  same  — namely,  that  the 
►Assistant  surgeons  in  the  Navy  should  be 
(removed  from  the  cockpit,  and  mess  with 
IHlie  officers  in  the  gun-room;  and  that,  in 
►tjespect  of  rank  they  should  be  placed  on 
»an  equality  with  assistant  snrgcons  in  the 
^nuy.  His  object  in  bringing  this  matter 
1 forward  \vas  to  have  a fair,  full,  and  im- 
q)artial  consideration  of  the  question;  and 
ihe  would  endeavour  to  lay  before  the  House 
‘ Such  facts  connected  with  it  as  would  lead 
them  to  a just  conclusion,  leaving  it  to 
the  House  to  decide  whether  this  state  of 
things  should  be  continued  any  longer. 
The  House  would  see  from  the  petitions 
'which  he  held  in  his  hand  that  they  came 
"from  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom;  ho  be- 
lieved from  every  university  or  college  en- 
'trusted  with  the  education  of  youth  for  the 
niedical  profession.  Petitions  bad  also  been 
presented  from  the  large  public  hospitals 
j of  London.  Every  one  would  ask  how  it 
i was  that  the  medical  practitioners  in  all 
1 parts  of  the  empire  bestirred  themselves  in 


favour  of  the  assistant  surgeons  in  the 
Navy.  It  was  on  account  of  the  unwise 
and  systematic  neglect  which  had  been 
practised  towards  them,  by  which  the 
medical  profession  had  been  degraded,  the 
naval  surgeons  insulted,  and  the  naval  ser- 
vice at  large  treated  with  injury  and  injus- 
tice. It  was  not  necessary  to  enter  into 
any  arguments  to  prove  what  he  had  ad- 
vanced. He  found  that  as  far  back  as 
1805  an  Order  in  Council  was  made  that 
the  naval  assistant  surgeons  should  be  as- 
similated in  every  respect  to  the  as.sistant 
surgeons  in  the  Anny.  Till  1838,  how- 
ever, no  steps  were  taken  towards  ame- 
liorating their  condition.  In  1838-9  the 
reigning  Monarch  appointed  a Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  Navy  and  Army  expen- 
diture. They  made  their  report;  and  the 
Commissioners,  who  were  some  of  the  most 
eminent  and  distinguished  men  of  the  em- 
pire, recommended  that  the  medical  officers 
of  the  Navy  should  be  assimilated,  in  re- 
spect of  rank,  pay,  and  retirement,  with 
the  Army,  which  recommendation  was  or- 
dered by  the  Queen  in  Council  to  be  car- 
ried out.  What  be  wanted  to  know  was, 
why  that  Order  had  not  been  obeyed,  and 
why  that  recommendation  had  not  been 
carried  out.  Had  anything  occurred  be- 
tween that  time  and  the  present  which 
militated  against  it?  Nothing  whatever. 
The  Committee  which  was  appointed  in 
1847  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  made  a report,  in 
which  they  stated  that  the  director  general 
of  the  Navy  had  presented  a memorial 
from  the  medical  inspectors  of  naval  hos- 
pitals and  fleets,  alleging  that  every  me- 
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(lical  rank  in  the  Navy  was  placed  one 
grade  below  that  of  the  Army,  and  that 
the  pay  and  retirement  were  proportion- 
ably  inferior.  This  report  also  showed 
how  injuriously  this  circumstance  operated 
on  the  character  of  the  naval  medical  ser- 
vice, and  increased  the  difficulty  of  induc- 
ing men  of  ability  to  enter  it.  So  sensible 
were  the  Admiralty  of  this  that  they  wrote 
down  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and, 
what  was  very  extraordinary  in  public  men, 
placed  a share  of  the  patronage  of  the  Ad- 
miralty at  their  disposal.  Well,  the  first 
year  after  this,  not  one  appointment  was 
applied  for,  and  only  one  application  was 
made  in  the  second  year;  finally,  the  Col- 
lege passed  a resolution  not  to  avail  itself 
of  the  Admiralty  privilege  so  long  as  the 
assistant  surgeons  in  the  Navy  remained 
in  a false  position  on  board  ship.  There 
might  be  candidates  for  these  situations 
now,  but  they  were  not  of  the  best  de- 
scription, for  the  Slite  of  the  colleges  and 
universities  would  not  enter  the  naval  ser- 
vice. In  all  other  professions  there  were 
plenty  of  candidates.  There  were  700  or 
800  young  men  now  waiting  to  enter  the 
Army,  and  it  was  the  same  with  every 
other  profession  in  life.  The  e.xception  in 
this  particular  instance  was  traceable  to 
the  treatment  experienced  by  the  profes- 
sion, and  to  nothing  else.  In  any  future 
war  the  new  instruments  of  destruction 
would  cause  such  indescribable  havoc  in  a 
moment,  that  more  surgeons  would  be  re- 
quired, and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
pressgangs  could  not  be  sent  to  colleges 
and  universities  to  make  heroes  of  men 
whether  they  would  or  not.  If  the  House 
would  look  across  the  water  they  would 
find  that  Brother  Jonathan  took  care  to 
have  better  qualified  persons.  He  would 
take  the  case  of  two  young  men  from  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  moving  in  an 
equally  respectable  class  in  life,  and  qua- 
lified to  practise  medicine  and  surgery  in 
any  part  of  the  empire.  He  would  sup- 
pose one  fortunate  enough  to  get  a medical 
commission  in  the  Army,  and  other  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  get  one  in  the  Navy,  The 
Army  assistant  surgeon  was  received  kindly 
by  his  commanding  officer,  introduced  to 
his  brother  officers — two-thirds  of  whom 
were  older  than  himself — installed  a mem- 
ber of  the  mess,  and  admitted  to  all  the 
privileges  of  social  ajid  friendly  intercourse 
w’ith  the  officers  of  the  regiment.  His 
room  in  the  barracks  was  his  castle,  and 
he  could  retire  to  it  for  study  whenever  ho 
pleased,  by  which  means  he  was  enabled 


to  extend  his  professional  knowledge 
the  great  advantage  of  the  service.  J 
the  Navy,  however,  immediately  after  a 
assistant  surgeon  reported  himself  to  tl 
captain,  he  was  turned  into  the  cockpi 
and  who  were  to  be  his  companions  in  th; 
place?  Some  of  them  might  be  boys  < 
thirteen  years,  for  that  was  the  age  i 
which  they  admitted  naval  cadets.  I 
had  to  sleep  in  a hammock  or  cot  in  th; 
place,  and  had  to  dress  and  perform  q 
his  ablutions  before  these  boys,  over  who 
he  had  no  control.  The  result  of  beiij 
placed  with  such  a body  was  to  prevei 
his  pursuing  his  professional  studies,  < 
to  have  duo  time  for  reflection.  Tl) 
more  zealous  an  assistant  surgeon  mig 
bo  in  the  performance  of  his  dutiejl 
the  more  strongly  must  he  feel  the  degr) 
dation  of  the  situation  in  which  he  wi 
placed.  It  should  be  recollected,  that 
combination  of  art  and  science  was  nece 
sary  in  the  medical  profession,  and  by 
combination  of  both  many  hundreds  mig 
bo  recovered;  but  if  there  was  a deficient 
of  either,  the  most  disastrous  consequencj 
might  ensue;  and  such  was  likely  to  1 
the  case,  if  they  allowed  an  inferior  class 
medical  officers  to  enter  the  Navy.  B 
what  was  the  cockpit  ? It  was  a place  i 
the  hold  of  a ship  where  the  sun  nevi 
penetrated,  where  the  only  light  was  s 
forded  artificially  by  means  of  lamps  | 
candles,  where  an  impure  atmosphere  oo 
stantly  prevailed.  What  antagonism  Wj 
there  not  between  a cockpit  and  the  idi 
of  study,  when  the  study  was  to  be  carrii 
on  in  the  midst  of  middies  fond  of  larkii 
and  full  of  fun  ! The  qualities  associat( 
with  that  disposition  were  to  be  admire* 
)ut  a man  who  had  spent  his  time  at  a UD 
versity  in  quiet  study  was  not  in  his  pn 
per  place  where  such  was  the  ruling  spir 
He  was  subject  to  interruption  and  nois  . 
he  had  no  facilities  for  referring  to  worh  ' 
His  spirit  was  broken;  his  self-respect  w • 
destroyed,  and,  with  it,  his  sclf-confidcnc  ' 
one  of  the  first  requisites  to  great  unde 
takings.  Under  such  circumstances,  the) 
men  often  became  careless,  and  resort*  ! 
to  ardent  spirits,  and  when  the  ship  arriv^_  ' 
at  port  loft  the  service.  These  might  j | 
called  petty  grievances  when  taken  sing# 
but  became  of  the  most  serious  conw 
quence  when  taken  in  the  aggregate.  Wit- 
regard  to  their  pay  he  had  no  fault  to^fiii'* 
and  his  Motion  did  not  involve  any  ad( 
tional  expense  to  tho  Government,  for  ifl> 
had  done  so,  he  should  have  hesitated  ht 
fore  ho  brought  it  forward.  As  for  tit 
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rrank  or  position  of  assistant  surgeons  on 
iJboai  tl  ship,  it  was  a perfect  mockery.  By 
; the  regulations  of  the  service  they  were 
j;  told  that  they  should  have  the  rank  of  a 
ji  lieutenant  in  the  Army,  or  of  a first  lieu- 
it  tenant  of  the  marines;  but,  in  fact,  this 
twas  not  regarded.  The  instant  a first 
1 lieutenant  in  the  Army  joined  his  regiment 
Ihhe  assumed  bis  proper  rank,  and  was  placed 
s above  all  the  cornets  or  ensigns,  and  bad 
iiinstantly  assigned  to  him  all  the  advantages 
\iof  his  rank;  but  this  was  not  so  with  an 
aiassistant  surgeon  in  the  Navy.  An  assist- 
aant  surgeon  in  the  Navy  was  placed  in  the 
5 same  rank  as  a first  lieutenant  of  marines; 

1 but  on  being  appointed  and  going  on  board 
a a ship  of  war,  the  former  had  to  go  to  the 
(^cockpit,  while  the  other  went  to  the  gun 
oor  ward-room.  In  addition  to  this,  if  an 
j'Army  assistant  surgeon  went  on  board  of  a 
nman-of-war  with  troops,  he  was  admitted, 
ituot  as  a matter  of  favour  but  of  right,  to 
t the  ward-room,  from  which  the  assistant 
! surgeon  of  the  Navy  was  excluded.  Then, 
»what  was  the  course  taken  with  the  second 
lilieutenants  of  marines,  who  were  one  rank 
l|)elow  the  assistant  surgeons  in  the  Navy  ? 
^^Some  of  these  lieutenants  might  be  youths 
r of  sixteen,  who  had  just  passed  an  exami- 
cnation — for  something  of  the  kind  was 
mow  required — but  one  infinitely  inferior  to 
•.  that  required  to  be  undergone  by  the  can- 
tijiidate  for  an  assistant  surgeoncy  : they 
vwould  also  go  into  the  ward-room.  Then, 
mgain,  the  gunner,  the  boatswain,  and  the 
pfarpenter,  who  were  inferior  officers,  re- 
ceiving scarcely  half  the  pay  of  the  assist- 
ant surgeon,  each  had  their  separate  cabin. 

I He  admitted  there  might  be  some  reason 

■ for  these  classes  to  have  cabins,  but  it  was 

■ an  anomaly  to  exclude  their  superior  officer 
■from  such  a privilege.  He  might  be  told 
: that  there  was  no  room  for  these  assistant 
'•surgeons;  but  he  disputed  the  correctness 

of  the  assertion.  He  found,  within  the 
iJast  few  years,  the  change  which  he  now 
1 proposed  had  been  extended  to  two  addi- 
' tional  classes  of  officers.  Formerly,  the 
schoolmaster  messed  in  the  cockpit  with 
the  midshipmen;  but  it  was  found  that 
' that  functionary  was  not  treated  in  a pro- 
per manner  by  the  youths  under  his  charge, 
and  he  often  lost  his  own  self-respect.  The 
consequence  was,  the  Admiralty  deter- 
I'DUncd  to  appoint  a naval  instructor  in 
I each  ship,  giving  him  a higher  pay,  and 
! placing  him  in  the  ward-room.  The  result 
''^as,  they  got  a better  class  of  men  to  at- 
tend to  the  social  and  moral  education  of 
these  youths.  It  had  been  the  same  with 


the  engineers  engaged  in  the  steam  navy. 
At  first,  the  Admiralty  placed  that  class 
of  officers  in  an  inferior  position,  but 
eventually  they  were  forced  to  change 
their  rank  and  increase  their  accommoda- 
tion. He  believed  many  of  the  chief  offi- 
cers of  engineers  ranked  as  commanders, 
and  those  immediately  under  that  class 
Avere  entitled  to  places  in  the  ward-room 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenants.  Now,  if  it 
were  necessary  for  a man  dealing  with 
the  machinery  of  a steam-vessel  to  have 
superior  comforts  and  a superior  rank, 
how  much  more  necessary  was  it  for  them 
to  deal  liberally  with  men  who  had  the 
care  of  so  delicate  a machine  as  the  hu- 
man frame  ! Under  the  existing  system, 
Avho  could  wonder  if  there  was  an  infe- 
rior class  of  men  in  the  service,  if  they 
were  not  treated  with  that  respect  which 
their  station  entitled  them  to  ? A friend 
of  his  recently  told  him  an  anecdote  which 
would  serve  to  show  what  respect  was  en- 
tertained for  the  opinion  of  a naval  sur- 
geon. A captain  commanding  a British 
man-of-war  received  a wound  in  his  leg 
after  a sharp  contest,  and  his  ship  sur- 
geon advised  him  to  have  his  leg  ampu- 
tated, declaring  that  he  could  not  live  a 
day  without  it  was  remoA'ed.  The  captain, 
however,  refused  to  take  the  advice,  and 
having  the  wound  bandaged  up,  he  made 
for  the  nearest  port,  where  his  leg  was 
dressed,  and  so  far  from  amputation  being 
necessary,  be  soon  recovered,  and  Avas  noAv 
walking  upon  his  two  legs.  They  should 
also  remember  that  seamen  were  more  full 
of  prejudices  than  any  other  class  of  men; 
and  if  they  thought  they  Avere  slighted  and 
proper  care  was  not  taken  of  them  by  the 
medical  attendants,  they  fretted,  and  be- 
came reduced  to  a sad  condition.  There 
Avere  other  points  Avhich  he  could  bring  be- 
fore the  House  in  support  of  his  Motion; 
but,  without  detaining  it  further,  he  thought 
he  had  stated  sufficient  to  show  the  neces- 
sity of  a change  in  the  system.  He  did  not 
make  this  Motion  in  behalf  of  the  assistant 
surgeons,  for  he  w'as  not  acquainted  Avith 
a single  one,  nor  had  he  had  any  commu- 
nication Avith  that  body.  It  Avas  from  a 
pure,  honest,  and  conscientious  belief  that 
there  Avas  an  injury  done  to  the  naval  ser- 
vice generally  that  he  made  this  Motion, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  agreeing  to  it. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  from 
the  word  “ That”  to  the  end  of  the  Ques- 
tion, in  order  to  add  the  words — 

“ It  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the  ac- 
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coinmodatioii  provided  for  the  assistant  surgeons 
on  board  Her  Majesty’s  ships  of  war,  is  inadequate 
and  insuflBcient  for  securing  the  full  benefit  of  their 
professional  service,” 

instead  thereof. 

Admiral  DUNDAS  said,  that  there 
were  two  points  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  which  he  felt  called 
upon  to  reply  to.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  said  that  there  were  no  candi- 
dates for  the  situation  of  assistant  naval 
surgeons.  Now,  at  the  commencement 
of  last  year  there  were  178  applicants 
on  the  list  who  had  passed,  and  there 
were  now  on  it  263  names.  Of  these 
23  had  been  placed  on  half-pay,  and  39 
were  waiting  for  appointments.  During 
the  present  year  they  had  only  been 
able  to  take  eleven  names  from  the  list 
for  appointments.  lie  helieved  there  were 
more  candidates  for  the  office  than  there 
had  been  for  many  previous  years.  He 
did  not  believe,  also,  that  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  was  right  in  speaking  in 
terms  of  disparagement  of  the  assistant 
surgeons  in  the  Navy;  he  (Admiral  Dun- 
das)  was  of  opinion  that  they  were  fully 
equal  in  efficiency  to  the  assistant  surgeons 
in  the  Army.  With  regard  to  their  ac- 
commodation, the  Admiralty  some  years 
ago  issued  an  order  directing  that  on 
board  every  ship  in  the  Royal  Navy  a 
cabin  should  bo  prepared  twice  the  size 
of  any  other  in  the  vessel,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  assistant  surgeons, 
mates,  and  midshipmen.  Surely  in  such 
an  apartment  they  might  pursue  their 
studies  without  any  trouble.  If  this  con- 
cession was  made,  it  must  also  be  con- 
ceded to  the  mates,  who  had  served  si.x  ! 
years  as  midshipmen,  and  often  for  a 
longer  period.  If  they  looked  to  the  di- 
mensions of  the  ward-rooms,  he  would 
ask  what  accommodation  could  be  afford- 
ed them  ? In  a man-of-war  the  dimensions 
were  generally  26  feet  by  20  feet,  and  in 
this  cabin  alone  22  officers  had  to  find  ac- 
commodation. If  they  added  to  this  num- 
ber four  mates  and  three  assistant  surgeons,  ! 
they  would  run  the  number  up  to  nearly  I 
30.  He  was  quite  sure  that  the  adoption  | 
of  this  proposition  would  be  against  the 
feeling  of  the  service.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve, also,  that  the  officers  in  the  Navy 
entertained  feelings  of  prejudice  against 
the  medical  officers  in  the  service;  and  for 
his  own  part  he  believed  the  best  surgeons 
then  in  the  Navy  were  those  who  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  cockpit.  He  should  feel 
it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  Motion. 


LV  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  HUME  felt  obliged  to  the  hon.  an 
gallant  Gentleman  who  brought  this  sul 
ject  forward.  The  question  was,  wheth« 
the  Navy,  as  a branch  of  the  public  se; 
vice,  was  not  entitled  to  have  as  able  m< 
dical  men  as  the  Army.  It  was  notorioi 
at  present  that  no  man  would  go  into  tl 
Navy  as  an  assistant  surgeon  who  cou 
find  employment  in  that  capacity  in  tl 
Army.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  sy 
tem  of  accommodation  on  board  ships  f< 
the  assistant  surgeons  was  a gross  inju 
tice  to  the  service  generally.  The  gallai 
Admiral  said  that  there  was  no  room  fi 
the  accommodation  of  this  class  of  office) 
in  the  ward-room;  but  the  Admiralty  gai 
the  same  answer  seven  or  eight  years  agi 
but  since  then  three  additional  office 
have  been  jdaced  in  the  ward-room.  TL 
gallant  Admiral  also  stated,  that  there  w 
a very  numerous  class  of  candidates  for  tl 
office  of  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Nav 
but  Sir  W.  Burnett,  tbe  head  of  tbe  mj 
dical  department  in  the  Navy,  said,  in  h 
evidence  in  1848,  that  he  hardly  ever  sa 
a candidate  for  such  an  appointment  who 
he  should  wish  to  see  attached  to  the  nav 
medical  service.  He  was  happy  to  fir 
that  Sir  W.  Burnett,  since  he  had  be< 
at  the  head  of  his  department,  had  great 
raised  the  character  of  the  medical  men 
the  Navy,  and  had  so  rendered  it  thi 
these  examinations  should  be  of  improv^ 
and  extended  character.  It  had  been  saij 
that  there  were  few  or  no  complaints  mar 
against  the  present  system  by  the  assistai 
surgeons  themselves;  but  it  was  not  ve; 
encouraging  to  come  forward  and  mal 
complaints,  when  they  found  even  admira 
snubbed  by  civilians  at  head-quarters.  I; 
knew,  however,  that  he  could  procure  tl 
signatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  assista] 
surgeons  in  the  Navy,  expressing  tht 
dissatisfaction  at  the  present  state  of  thin, 
as  regarded  themselves.  He  admitti 
that  this  was  a matter  of  detail,  and  wide! 
if  possible,  should  be  left  to  be  settled  1 f 
the  Board  of  Admiralty;  but  as  that  hot 
would  not  do  anything  in  the  matter,  : 
certainly  should  support  any  Motion  whb  ' 
was  calculated  to  carry  this  object  into  d l 
feet.  He  trusted  the  House  would  exprcj  ‘ 
its  opinion  in  such  a manner  as  to  shi  i 
that  it  had  the  same  sympathy  for  the  ni 
dical  men  in  the  Navy  as  for  the  other  ol 
cers  of  that  branch  of  the  service. 

Question  put,  “ That  the  words  propos  ’ 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question.  ‘5' 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  40;  No| 

48  : Majority  8.  : 
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List  of  the  Ayes. 


i^Anson,  hon.  Col. 

] Baring,  rt.  hn.  Sir  F.  T. 

Barnard,  E.  G. 

>1  Berkeley,  Adm. 

^ Berkeley,  C.  L.  G. 

H Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 

tlrymple,  Capt. 
ncan,  Visct. 
ndas,  Adm. 
rington,  Visct. 
lot,  hon.  J.  E. 

1 Evans,  J. 

1 French,  F. 
i Glyn,  G.  C. 

MGordon,  Adm. 

|fcrccnc,  T. 

I^Grcy,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 

I Hawes,  B. 

1 Hayter,  rt.  hon.  W.  G. 
I^Hodgcs,  T.  L. 

. Jervis,  Sir  J. 

I Lacy,  H.  C. 


Lascelles,  hon.  TV.  S. 
Lewis,  G.  C. 
Lushington,  C. 
Mackinnon,  T\'.  A . 
Martin,  J. 

Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Morgan,  II.  K.  G. 
Mowatt,  F. 

Norreys,  Lord 
Palmerston,  Visct. 
Parker,  J. 

Power,  N. 

Romilly,  Sir  J. 

Russell,  F.  C.  H. 
Somerville,  rt.  hon.  Sir 
TV.  M. 

Stansfield,  TV.  R.  C. 
Vane,  Lord  Harry 
TVilson,  J. 

TELLERS. 

Hill,  Lord  M. 

Bellow,  R.  M. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


^Anstey,  T.  C. 

^Baillic,  H.  J. 
[Baldwin,  C.  B. 
®cresford,  TV. 
TBroadley,  H. 

I Brotherton,  J. 
*^Castiercagh,  Visct. 

• tCharteris,  hon.  F. 
{Chichester,  Lord  J.  L. 

iCobdon,  R. 

•jCubitt,  TV. 

I Dick,  Q. 
i Divott,  E. 

,p)uff,  G.  S. 

Duff,  J. 
uncan,  G. 
ncombe,  hon.  0. 
JEgerton,  TV.  T. 

I Evans,  Sir  De  L. 
i Fox,  TV.  J. 

[Fuller,  A.  E. 

4 Gibson,  rt.  hon.  T.  M. 

• Goddard,  A.  L. 

! Hall,  Sir  B. 

• Harris,  R. 

. Hastio,  A. 


Humphery,  Aid. 
Keating,  R. 
Lindsay,  hon.  Col. 
ALicnaghten,  Sir  E. 
M.atheson,  Col. 
Molesworth,  Sir  TV. 
Mulgrave,  Earl  of 
Muntz,  G.  F. 
O’Brien,  Sir  L. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  II. 
Packe,  C.  TV. 
Pearson,  C. 
Romilly,  Col. 
Salwey,  Col. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Stanford,  J.  F. 
Stuart,  Lord  D. 
Thicknesse,  R.  A. 
Thompson,  Col. 
Vyse,  R.  II.  R.  H. 
TVaddington,  H.  S. 
TVillcox,  B.  M‘G. 

TELLERS. 

Boldero,  Capt. 
Hume,  J. 


On  the  Question  that  the  House  agree  to 
the  resolution, 

Admiral  BERKELEY  said,  he  was 
' sorry  he  had  not  risen  to  address  the  House 
: at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  discussion.  No 
i man  in  the  House  of  Commons  entertained 
• a greater  feeling  of  respect  for  the  assis- 
' tant  surgeons  of  the  Navy,  nor  could  any 
' one  in  that  House  wish  to  see  them  placed 
I in  a higher  position  than  himself ; hut  he 
1 not  only  believed  that  it  was  not  only  for 
I their  good  that  they  should  not  he  placed 
I in  the  ward-room,  but  also  that  it  would  he 
a great  blow  to  the  efficiency  of  the  service 
i if  they  at  once  sent  the  assistant  surgeons 
to  mess  in  the  ward-room.  With  respect 


to  a separate  cabin,  wdiich  had  been  al- 
luded to,  he  would  ask  whether  it  was 
likely  that  an  assistant  surgeon  would  like 
to  mess  in  his  own  cabin  alone  ? The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  said  this  class 
of  medical  officers  were  in  a worse  position 
than  the  officers  of  the  Royal  Marines. 
He  would  venture  to  say  that  many  a 
young  man  who  entered  the  service  in  the 
Royal  Marines,  and  who  had  not  the  assis- 
tance of  friends  to  provide  him  with  an 
outfit,  had  to  borrow  money  for  that  pur- 
pose, who,  after  his  introduction  into  the 
service,  and  after  taking  his  place  in  the 
ward-room  of  a man  of  war,  found  the  ex- 
penses of  the  mess  to  which  he  belonged 
so  heavy  that  of  that  charge,  together 
with  the  debt  he  had  incurred,  he  was 
unable  to  clear  himself,  and  was  at  length 
obliged  to  leave  the  service.  An  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  Navy,  who  had  received  no 
pecuniary  assistance  from  his  friends,  would 
be  placed  in  the  same  position  in  which  a 
young  marine  officer  so  often  found  himself 
if  he  was  made  a member  of  the  ward- 
room, and  would  thus  incur  debts  which 
he  would  not  be  able  to  liquidate.  As  it 
was  at  present  he  need  not  place  himself 
in  such  a situation  of  difficulty.  It  might 
he  said  that  the  midshipmen  were  skylark- 
ing boys,  or  it  might  be  said  they  were 
school  boys;  hut  then  it  should  he  recol- 
lected that  for  the  most  part  they  had  re- 
ceived their  education  in  the  best  private 
seminaries,  and  in  the  public  schools,  such 
as  Rugby,  Eton,  and  Harrow.  He  should 
like  to  know  how  many  assistant  surgeons 
received  a superior  education  to  the  class 
which  he  had  described.  But  if  they  gave 
way  on  this  point,  what  would  be  the  re- 
sult ? There  had  always  been  a difficulty 
in  transferring  assistant  surgeons  from  a 
line-of-battle  ship  to  a ten-gun  brig,  on  ac- 
eount  of  the  superior  accommodation  they 
enjoyed  in  the  former;  hut  that  difficulty 
would  be  greatly  enhanced  if  the  service 
should  require  one  who  had  messed  in  the 
ward-room  of  a line-of-battle  ship  to  de- 
scend to  a ten-gun  brig,  where  there  would 
be  no  ward-room  for  him.  This  attempt 
to  place  the  assistant  surgeons  over  the 
heads  of  their  superiors  in  rank  in  the 
Navy,  and  their  equals  as  gentlemen  in 
every  way,  was  one  of  the  greatest  blows 
that  could  he  inflicted  upon  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  this  country.  He  wished  to  know 
why  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Chip- 
penham did  not,  when  he  was  connected 
with  the  Government,  go  to  the  Admiralty 
and  endeavour  to  induce  it  to  adopt  his  ar- 


1 


8 


MEDICAL  OFFICEUS  IN’  THE  NAVY 


rangemont  ? If  the  hon.  ami  gallant  Gen- 
tleman liad  brought  forward  the  present 
Motion  at  that  period,  he  (Admiral  Berke- 
ley) believed  the  Admiralty  of  that  day 
would  have  opposed  it  on  principle,  as 
strongly  as  the  present  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty. Allusion  had  been  made  to  the 
circumstance  that  within  a short  time  sepa- 
rate cabins  had  been  given  to  the  chief 
engineers  on  board  vessels,  but  tbls  could 
only  happen  on  board  of  steam-vessels  as 
they  were  not  wanted  on  board  of  men-of- 
war,  or  ten-gun  brigs.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  had  asked  why  a cabin  was  given 
to  the  chief  engineer  ? The  answer  was, 
that  when  the  weather  was  bad,  and  lives 
might  bo  in  danger,  the  chief  engineer  was 
obliged  to  he  up  at  all  hours  of  the  night, 
and  he  could  not  be  put  where  the  assistant 
surgeon  was,  inasmuch  as  that  part  of  the 
ship  was  occupied  during  the  day.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Officer  had  also  asked 
why  the  junior  engineers  had  a cabin?  It 
was  because  they  messed  there.  As  they 
did  not  mess  with  the  midshipmen,  and 
could  not  be  asked  to  associate  with  the 
ship’s  company,  the  junior  engineers  had 
cabins.  There  was  no  ward-room  except  in 
ships  of  the  line;  in  small  vessels,  command- 
ed l>y  lieutenants,  the  assistant  surgeons 
could  have  no  other  mess-place  e.xcept  with 
the  mates  and  midshipmen.  The  House 
should  bear  in  mind  that  every  foot  that  was 
taken  off  the  dock  of  a frigate  was  a foot 
taken  also  from  the  comfort  of  the  seamen, 
and  that  every  foot  taken  away  from  a 
line-of-battle  ship  encumbered  the  manage- 
ment of  the  guns  when  the  ship  was  to  be 
cleared  for  action.  Upon  these  grounds 
he  refused  to  put  the  assistant  surgeons 
above  their  superiors  in  the  Navy,  and  he 
denied  that  the  feelings  of  officers  of  the 
Navy  were  in  favour  of  the  proposal. 

Captain’  BOLUERO,  in  answer  to  the 
question  put  to  him,  by  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Officer  who  had  just  resumed  his  scat, 
why  he  had  not,  when  a Member  of  the 
Administration,  brought  forward  such  a 
proposal,  said,  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  had  surcl}’  been  long  enough 
in  office  to  know  that  it  was  not  customary 
for  a ])crson  attached  to  one  department  to 
interfere  with  another.  At  the  same 
time,  he  had  always  made  every  effort  in 
his  power  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his 
Motion.  The  IIouso  had  confirmed  that 
Motion,  and  he  now  left  it  in  their  hands. 

SiH  F.  T.  BARING  regretted  that  the 
House  had  expressed  its  opinion  upon  the 
proposition  submitted  to  it  by  the  hon.  and 


gallant  Gentleman  in  the  way  it  had  don 
and  that  he  (Sir  F,  Baring)  had  not  ht 
the  opportunity  of  speaking  upon  it.  A 
however,  the  majority  had  so  declared  ii 
opinion,  he  was  not  prepared  again  i 
divide  the  House  upon  the  subject.  Th 
question,  after  all,  depended  upon  the  prai 
ticability  of  carrying  out  the  views  affirn 
ed  by  the  House.  From  the  statement 
made  by  naval  officers  themselves,  it  aj 
peared  there  were  practical  difficulties  i 
the  way,  which  he  was  afraid  would  prov 
an  insurmountable  barrier  to  the  attaiB 
ment  of  the  object  in  view.  There  wd 
no  disinclination  whatever  on  the  part  o 
the  Admiralty  to  make  any  such  chang 
as  was  recommended.  That  board  ha 
no  object  whatever  in  treating  assistan 
surgeons  in  any  other  way  but  in  a kini 
manner.  But  tbe  great  difficulty  in  th 
case  was  in  reference  to  accominodatioi 
In  1840  there  was  a commission  appoini 
cd  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  before  whor 
many  arguments  were  adduced  in  relatio 
to  the  accommodation  to  be  afforded  t) 
assistant  surgeons.  That  commission  cor 
sidered  and  inquired  how  far  they  migh 
be  enabled  to  meet  the  difficulty,  and  the 
reported,  that  upon  the  fullest  considern 
tion  of  the  subject  they  found  that  ther 
were  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  c 
making  any  improved  arrangements  in  rci 
spect  to  those  officers  ; that  they  had  at 
certained  that  the  accommodation  affordei 
them  of  late  years  was  so  improved  as  t 
render  any  movement  for  a change  unnd 
ccssary  ; and,  therefore,  they  were  no 
prepared  to  make  any  recommendation 
As  he  had  said  before,  it  was  not  his  in 
tention  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Hons 
again  upon  the  subject  ; but  he  thought  i 
unfortunate  that  they  should  be  holding 
out  expectations  which  he  was  afraid  th 
Admiralty  could  never  realise.  The  vot' 
just  carried  in  the  House  of  Comraoni 
could  have  no  practical  effect.  There  wa 
not  the  slightest  disinclination  on  the  par 
of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  give  th> 
fullest  accommodation  to  this  as  well  a 
every  other  class  of  officers  in  the  Navy  I 
but  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  found  im| 
possible  to  accede  to  the  recommendatio# 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member.  L‘ 

Mr.  HUME  said,  the  report  of  the  com| 
mission  of  1 840  recommended  various  al  ♦ 
terationa  and  improvements,  which,  if/*ar 
ried,  would  have  conferred  the  greates'* 
improvements  in  the  way  of  increased  ac'O 
commodation.  But  though  it  ccrtainl}B 
stated  that  the  evidence  went  to  show  thercjl 
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ijas  a practical  difficulty  in  finding  room 
[lor  an  additional  cabin,  yet  it  should  be 
Is^ollected  that  since  that  period  they  had 
j)OUiid  room  for  three  additional  cabins, 
ff  any  hon.  Gentleman  would  read  over 
that  evidence,  he  must  come  to  the  conclu- 
Idon  that  if  “ there’s  a will  there’s  a way.” 
fPhere  was  a want  of  will  on  the  part  of 
the  naval  officers  to  afford  this  accommo- 


dation. Their  habits  of  education  made 
certain  impressions  upon  them,  which  in- 
duced a certain  portion  of  them,  at  all 
events,  to  oppose  such  an  arrangement  as 
was  now  called  for. 

Question,  “ That  the  proposed  words  he 
added,”  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 


APPENDIX. 


The  folloioing  are  among  the  Petitions  presented  in  favour  of  the 
foregoing  Resolution. 


rriie  humble  Petition  of  the  President  and 
College  or  Commonalty  of  the  Faculty 
of  Physic  in  London  under  their  com- 
mon seal. 


We,  the  President  and  College  or  Com- 
Nionalty  of  the  Faculty  of  Physic  in  Lon- 
don, in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed 
nil  us  by  the  Legislature  for  the  maintain- 
■ince,  honour,  and  well-being  of  the  faculty 
fif  physic,  in  all  its  branches,  do  now  ap- 
riroach  your  honourable  House  with  an 
mumble  Petition,  that  you  will  he  pleased 
to  take  into  consideration,  with  a view  to 
hheir  removal,  certain  grievances,  to  which. 
Hinder  official  regulation,  the  assistant  sur- 
[>;eons  of  Her  Majesty’s  Navy  have  long 
Kseen  subjected,  and  which  materially  im- 
uiair  their  means  of  usefulness  in  the  care 
mud  protection  of  their  shipmates’  health. 

Your  Petitioners  have  at  various  times 
*•10011  informed,  and,  upon  due  inquiry,  have 
* ound  full  warrant  for  heheving,  that  the 
(■  Josition  at  present  assigned  to  the  assis- 
*‘<aut  surgeons  of  Her  Majesty’s  Navy, 
loing  in  no  way  adequate  to  the  considera- 
;ion  which  they  enjoy  in  civil  life,  or  to 
-hat  which  attaches  to  the  medical  officers 
>f  corresponding  rank  in  Her  Majesty’s 
•ttnd  forces,  is  of  necessity  incompatible 
mfitli  the  influence  and  authority  which  the 
toturc  of  their  professional  duty  impera- 
tively requires. 

Wo,  your  Petitioners,  submit  with  con- 
! ideiiee  to  the  liberal  feeling  and  deliberate 
ludgment  of  your  honourable  House,  that 
scientific  men  of  mature  age,  and  thought- 
; i^ul  habits,  such  as  the  assistant  surgeons 
fsow  serving  in  Her  Majesty’s  Navy,  are 
us,  your  Petitioners,  known  to  be. 


should  be  admitted  on  equal  terms  to  the 
society  of  the  ward-room  officers  of  the 
ship  in  which  they  serve  ; and  that,  in 
right  of  their  official  rank,  defined  by  Or- 
der of  the  Lords  of  His  Majesty’s  Council 
on  January  23,  1805,  they  should  no 
longer  be  deprived  of  the  privileges  im- 
plied by  ward-room  accommodation. 

Instituted  as  a college  of  physicians  on 
grounds  of  service  to  the  public  health, 
and  zealous  from  national  feeling  in  all 
that  has  regard  to  the  comfort  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  seamen  employed  in  Her 
Majesty’s  Navy,  we,  your  Petitioners, 
should  be  wanting  in  our  duty,  did  we 
hesitate  to  assure  your  honourable  House, 
that  from  the  nice  manipulations,  and  the 
close,  careful  observations  at  present  re- 
quired from  those  engaged  in  the  practical 
application  of  medical  science,  there  is  an 
urgent  necessity  that  the  assistant  sur- 
geons of  Her  Majesty’s  Navy  should  be 
furnished,  while  on  ship-board,  with  all 
possible  opportunities  for  study  and  reflec- 
tion, and  that  they  should  not  be  com- 
pelled, from  want  of  a separate  cabin,  to 
forget  the  responsibilities  imposed  upon 
them  as  officers  of  health. 

In  further  support  of  our  claim  as  public 
functionaries  to  be  hoard  with  indulgence 
by  your  honourable  House,  we  beg  further 
to  inform  your  honourable  House  that 
several  of  the  licentiates,  and  certain  of 
the  fellows,  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians arc  now  serving,  or  in  times  past 
have  served,  as  medical  officers  in  the 
ships  of  war  of  Her  Majesty’s  Navy. 

Thus  associated,  in  our  corporate  capa- 
city, with  the  medical  department  of  the 
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British  Navy,  ami  acknowledging,  more- 
over, in  the  spirit  of  our  royal  charter,  a 
fellowship  of  purpose  and  interest  with  all 
those  of  our  countrymen  who  exercise  the 
honourable  faculty  of  physic  in  any  part  of 
Her  Majesty’s  dominions,  we,  your  Peti- 
tioners, respectfully  press  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  your  honourable  House  this  our 
earnest  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  assistant 
surgeons  of  Her  Majesty’s  Navy,  trusting, 
through  the  wise  intervention  of  your  lion- 
ourable  House,  to  secure  for  the  future  to 
every  ship’s  company  on  the  public  service 
the  best  medical  assistance  that  our  coun- 
try’s institutions  can  afford. 

And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  <tc. 


The  Petition  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons of  England, 

Humbly  sheweth. 

That  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  said 
college  are  required  to  examine  into  the 
qualifications  of  the  assistant  surgeons  of 
Her  Majesty’s  Navy  on  their  promotion, 
and  have  found  many  who  have  neither 
improved  nor  effectually  maintained  their 
knowledge  of  the  art  and  science  of  sur- 


gery. 


That  the  president  and  council  deem  it 
their  duty  to  represent  further  to  your  right 
honourable  House,  that  the  cause  inva- 
riably assigned  for  this  deficiency  is  the 
want  of  such  accommodation  in  the  vessels 
of  the  Navy  as  is  compatible  with  the  re- 
quirements of  study;  and  they  are  induced 
to  believe,  from  the  inquiries  which  they 
have  made,  that  the  assistant  surgeons  of 
the  Navy  are  placed  under  circumstances 
which  are  unsuited  to  the  position  and  pur- 
suits of  members  of  a liberal  profession. 

That  the  president  and  council,  under 
the  impression  that  the  regulations  at  pre- 
sent existing  tend  to  diminish  injuriously 
the  efficiency  of  the  surgical  service,  and 
to  deter  able  surgeons  from  entering  Her 
Majesty’s  Navy,  humbly  pray  your  honour- 
able House  to  consider  the  grievances  of 
which  the  assistant  surgeons  of  the  Royal 
Navy  complain. 

And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray. 


The  Petition  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons of  Edinburgh, 

Humbly  sheweth, 

That  the  assistant  surgeons  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  many  of  whom  arc  licentiates  of  this 
royal  college,  are  subjected  to  certain  griev- 
ances to  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Pe- 


titioners, a remedy  ought  to  be  applied 
the  Legislature. 

That  early  in  the  present  century 
j Order  in  Council  was  made,  which  yoi 
Petitioners  understand  has  not  been  c£ 
ried  into  effect,  and  in  virtue  of  which  t 
medical  officers  of  the  Navy  were  ])lac( 
on  the  same  footing  in  all  respects  with  c 
ficers  of  corresponding  rank  in  the  Army 

That  the  naval  assistant  surgeons  a 
the  only  officers  of  adult  ago  who  are  e 
eluded  from  the  ward-room  or  general  of 
cers’  mess ; that  they  are  consequent 
compelled  to  mess  and  associate  with  mi 
shipmen  and  naval  cadets,  gentlemen  mu( 
their  juniors,  engaged  in  the  acquisition 
an  elementary  nautical  education  ; th 
their  position  as  gun-room  or  junior  office 
makes  them  ineligible  to  possess  cabins,  t 
only  places  of  bond  fide  retirement  for  pi 
I poses  of  study;  and  that  these  circurasto 
I ces  are  the  sources  of  much  vexation,  d 
I comfort,  and  sense  of  unmerited  degrac 
I tion  to  this  most  important  class  of  I 
Majesty’s  servants. 

But  the  college  are  far  from  wishing 
found  the  present  Petition  solely  or  ev 
principally  on  the  attention  which  is  d 
to  the  feelings  of  the  assistant  surgoor 
inasmuch  as  its  importance  will  apjiear 
greater  when  considered  in  relation  to  tli 
efficiency,  and,  consequently  in  relation 
the  interests  of  the  whole  naval  servii 
The  assistant  surgeons  usually  enter  t 
service  at  twenty-two  or  twent3'-three  ye 
of  age,  and  look  forward  to  the  higher 
sponsibility  of  the  office  of  surgeons  at  f 
end  of  seven  or  eight  years.  Their  caj 
bility,  not  merely  in  their  present  rai 
but  in  the  higher  rank  to  which  they  < 
pire,  will  depend  in  a great  degree  on  t 
devotion  of  a large  portion  of  their  time 
purposes  of  self-improvement.  They  ni 
at  any  moment  be  called  u])on  to  treat  t 
most  difficult  cases,  to  combat  the  m 
formidable  epidemics,  to  dress  the  m i 
serious  wounds,  or  to  perform  the  most 
usual  operations,  without  those  advautaip 
which  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  Ar( 
for  the  most  part  possess  of  unlimited 
cess  to  books,  and  of  obtaining  the  ndvji 
and  assistance,  in  all  difficulties  and  cm 
gencies,  of  the  most  distinguished  mcdii;- 
mcn,  military  and  civil.  Thus,  placed  I 
situations  of  unwonted  responsibility,  a^' 
at  the  same  time,  left  to  their  own  * 
sources  in  a much  greater  degree  than  at 
other  class  of  professional  men,  they  h j 
by  the  present  arrangements,  deprived 
the  society'  of  the  educated  part  of 
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iip’s  company,  forced  to  associate  with 
oose  wliose  inferior  age  and  education 
imder  tlieni  unsuitable  and  uniniproving 
rmpanions,  and  deprived  of  the  necessary 
fcilities  for  uninterrupted  study.  In  these 
rrcumstances  your  Petitioners  do  not  hesi- 
tte  to  convey  to  your  honourable  House 
eeir  fixed  conviction,  that  not  only  is  it 
Impossible  for  these  gentlemen  to  keep 
lace  with  the  rapid  march  of  the  medical 
idences,  but  it  is  not  even  possible  for 
Item  to  retain  unimpaired  the  varied  know- 
lidge  which  they  had  acquired  in  the 
Ihools,  and  that  no  system  of  checks, 
of  re-examinations,  on  passing  to  the 
liigher  grade,  will  compensate  to  them  for 
laat  self-culture  of  which,  during  a long 
rrm  of  years,  they  are  thus  deprived. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  honourable 
[couse  to  take  the  premises  into  your 
urly  consideratiou,  and  to  remedy  the 
ririls  set  forth  in  this  Petition  by  granting 
n the  assistant  surgeons  of  the  Royal 
'aavy  the  rank  and  privileges  of  ward- 
wom  officers.  \ 

James  Syme, 

President. 


Ihe  Petition  of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow, 

Humbly  sheweth. 

That  the  assistant  surgeons  of  the  Royal 
Isavy,  many  of  whom  are  licentiates  of 
ihis  faculty,  are  subjected  to  grievances 
ffom  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Peti- 
"oners,  they  ought  to  be  relieved  by  the 
(legislature. 

i That  these  grievances  are  mainly  due  to 
■ n Order  of  the  Lords  in  Council,  made  in 
jghteen  hundred  and  five,  not  having  been 
ihlly  carried  out,  to  the  effect  that  medical 
Officers  of  the  Royal  Navy  should  be  placed 
1 1 the  same  position  in  all  particulars  with 
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medical  officers  of  corresponding  rank  in 
the  Army. 

That  it  appears  that  the  assistant  sur- 
geons of  the  Royal  Navy  are  the  only  offi- 
cers, entering  the  service  at  an  adult  age, 
excluded  the  wardroom  or  general  officers’ 
mess. 

That  in  consequence  thereof  they  are 
exposed  to  many  personal  indignities,  and 
compelled  to  mess  and  associate  with  mid- 
shipmen and  naval  cadets,  gentlemen  much 
their  juniors,  engaged  in  the  acquisition  of 
an  elementary  nautical  education. 

That  their  position  as  gun-room  or  ju- 
nior officers  renders  them  ineligible  to  pos- 
sess cabins,  which  are  the  only  places  of 
hond  fide  retirement  for  the  purposes  of 
studv. 

That  in  consequence  they  are  denied 
the  opportunities  of  studying  the  diseases 
which  come  under  their  observation,  as 
well  as  of  reviewing  the  varied  knowledge 
which  they  had  acquired  at  the  schools, 
and  of  keeping  pace,  through  a consulta- 
tion of  the  medical  literature  of  the  day, 
with  the  rapid  march  of  the  medical 
sciences;  thus  leading  to  a neglect  of  self- 
culture highly  injurious  to  their  own  fu- 
ture prospects,  and  most  detrimental  to  the 
public  service. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  honourable 
House  to  take  into  your  early  considera- 
tion and  to  remedy  the  grievances  set  forth 
in  this  Petition,  by  granting  to  the  as- 
sistant surgeons  of  the  Royal  Navy  the 
rank  and  privileges  of  ward-room  officers. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound, 
will  ever  pray. 

Signed  for  and  in  the  name  of  the 
said  faculty,  by  order  and  authority 
of  a general  meeting  held  at  Glas- 
gow, the  first  day  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty, 

James  Watson,  M.D., 

President. 


?\ 


